Disclaimer: The information and recommendations listed
in this brochure are provided to aid citizens in the fight
against graffiti. While no guarantee can be stated or
implied, the City of Tacoma recommends the suggested
measures as a public service, with the understanding
there is no way to predict or prevent all crime risks
including graffiti.
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Graffiti is a crime. It is costly and
destructive. Unaddressed, it can send
a message that the community is not
concerned about the appearance of
its" neighborhood. It can generate a
perception of crime, increase fear,
lower property values, hurt business
revenue and can be economically
detrimental to the City. Graffiti can be
seen as a sign of urban decay.

To combat the presence of graffiti in Tacoma, the City
Council passed an ordinance making graffiti a public
nuisance in Tacoma. The ordinance has some of the
following provisions.

Graffiti is to be removed by the property owner
within 18 days of notification by the City.

If not removed within 18 days, the City of Tacoma
may remove graffiti from the property and bill the
owner for the cost of removal.

The graffiti vandal’s objective is to have others see his/
her work. They are drawn to walls that are not cleaned
because it means more people will see their “tag”
longer. By covering the graffiti immediately, you rob the
vandals of the effort and time it took to do the tag, and
most likely they will move on.

SOME TIPS ON PREVENTING GRAFFITI

ON YOUR PROPERTY

If you have high surfaces that are attractive to taggers,
move trash cans or other stored items away from the

building so they can't climb up or have a place to stand.

Placing motion-activated lights in both the front and
back areas of your property could deter graffiti vandals
and prevent damage to your property.

Create a barrier along walls using plants that have
thorns or prickly leaves such as Barberry, Flowering
Quince, Oregon grape, Pyracantha or Holly. Check with
a plant nursery to make sure the plant will not get too
large for the area when mature.

Cement and brick surfaces can be protected by applying
a protective coating or sealer. These are available at
most home improvement centers, but be sure to follow
application instructions.

Always use latex paint because it's safer for the
environment. If you are using oil-based paint, dispose of
it at the hazardous waste station at the City of Tacoma
landfill. 591-5543.

Call the police non-emergency number 798-4721

to report the crime, then contact your homeowner
insurance agent. Be sure to get a picture of it so it's
available if the police or insurance company needs it to
document the case — then paint out the graffiti.

Repaint the entire wall or at least up to 7 feet (making

a straight line across the top with a similar color). By
using this method, there’s no trace of the graffiti to draw
the attention of vandals. Painting the entire wall is more
effective than patching.

If the building is masonry and designated historic or in a
historic area call the Historic Preservation Office at
591-5220.

If you are unable to remove the graffiti yourself, look
in the phone book under graffiti removal, painting
contractors, or pressure washing for assistance.

Additional resources are available at
www.cityoftacoma.org/graffiti.



Take control of graffiti
in your area

Be alert and responsive:

If you see graffiti in progress, call 911.

To report graffiti in your neighborhood, call
591-5001 or www.tacomaservices.org then go

Community-wide graffiti removal help may be available

through your Neighborhood Council District. For more
information on how to contact your district, call the
City of Tacoma Neighborhood Council Office

at 591-5229.

Important phone numbers
TO REPORT GRAFFITI

Product information for
anti-graffiti coatings
and treatments

GRAFFITI CLEANUP
Graffiti cleanup products are formulated to remove spray
paint, felt marker, ink and crayon, commonly used in graffiti

For follow up with your Police Sector Community Liaison
Officer call your substation:

Sector 1
NE Substation: 594-7970 — 4731 Norpoint Way NE

Central Substation: 594-7800 —
1524 Martin Luther King Jr. Way
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